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25 years of the Spielman Fund. 25 years of deciding each morning to take the
hand we have been dealt and do something about it. 25 years of relentless
support from our community.

No one plans for cancer. They plan graduations, weddings and vacations. My
parents did not plan to start a fund for breast cancer research, and | hope someday
we do not need it. But until that day comes, nothing can stop us from carrying on
my mom’s legacy. Although this sometimes feels like an impossible task, | know |
am never alone.

| see her strength in the survivors | meet. | see her passion in the health care workers who fight daily
for those battling the same disease she did. | feel her love from the community, and as | drive

down State Route 315, | see her beautiful name on a building that provides hope, healing and love:
the Stefanie Spielman Comprehensive Breast Center.

| have been surrounded by cancer for most of my life. As | approach the age where my mom was initially
diagnosed, | cannot fathom the bravery it must have taken to share her diagnosis with the world. She
knew she was meant for something bigger than herself.

This issue of Legacy Magazine highlights the accomplishments of the Spielman Fund over the past 25
years and the incredible people who have helped us along the way. We could never have dreamed of what
was in store when my parents started this fund. | am in awe of your continued support throughout the years.

Not a day goes by in which | do not think of my mom. Some days are easier than others. The one thing |
know for sure is that she was not yet finished impacting people. Our work is not done. We believe in the
people here at Ohio State and in the power of research. As we celebrate these 25 years, | want to thank
every person who helped us get to this point.

My family and | are forever grateful for those who have supported our cause. | hope you enjoy this issue
of Legacy Magazine.
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$26 MILLION IN DONATIONS — AND COUNTING
— HONORS STEFANIE’S LEGACY

When Stefanie Spielman was diagnosed with breast cancer
in 1998, she and her husband Chris, a former Ohio State

and professional football standout, established the Stefanie
Spielman Fund for Breast Cancer Research at The Ohio State
University Comprehensive Cancer Center — Arthur G. James
Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute
(OSUCCC - James).

Their goal was to raise $250,000. Thanks to generous
donors who share the Spielman family’s commitment to
advancing research, the fund has now impressively raised
more than $26 million.

Stefanie was “determined to find the good in something
bad.” The “good,” she explained, was the love and support
she received from the community, the everyday blessings
she did not take for granted, and the tremendous impact of
the Spielman Fund in helping multitudes of patients and
their families.

2 Legacy — Spielman Fund

An outpouring of support from the breast cancer
community

The overwhelming success of the Spielman Fund comes as
no surprise to those who remember Stefanie’s cheerful and
inspirational persona.

“Am | astonished? No. Impressed and grateful? Absolutely,”
says David E. Cohn, MD, MBA, interim CEO and chief medical
officer of the OSUCCC - James. “The Spielman family, their
friends and supporters, and the entire community have done a
remarkable job of recognizing what was important to Stefanie.”

William Farrar, MD, also expressed his lack of surprise by the
success of the fund. Dr. Farrar is a retired surgical oncologist
who first diagnosed Stefanie in his breast cancer clinic at

the OSUCCC - James. He helped her and Chris determine a
treatment plan, performed her initial surgery and assisted with
her treatment.

“Stefanie and Chris had a very difficult time dealing with her
diagnosis,” Dr. Farrar recalls, “but they developed a plan to
help them win this battle by leveraging their Christian faith and

Chris’ notoriety as a former Ohio State athlete. They quickly
realized that her diagnosis provided a forum for reaching
thousands of patients who also needed support.”

Jennifer McDonald, an assistant vice president of development
who leads fundraising efforts for the OSUCCC — James,
believes Stefanie and Chris “were surprised and thrilled by

the outpouring of support from the community as they quickly
surpassed their original funding goal.”

“Stefanie was so present with the fund; she truly saw it as an
opportunity to give back and make a difference,” McDonald
explains. “Her presence and that of her entire family are what
really helped the fund grow. If she could attend a fundraising
event, she was there, and often her children were with her.”

Spielman family continues Stefanie’s work

Maddie Spielman, the eldest of the Spielman children,
attributes the enduring success of the fund to “the power

of my mom. She made everyone feel as if they were her
best friend.”

Maddie is currently an assistant director for leadership annual
giving at The Ohio State University Alumni Association, and
her work focuses on the OSUCCC — James.

“I cover multiple cancer areas, including breast cancer,
meaning | can work directly with Spielman Fund donors
and their families,” she says. “I'm awed whenever
someone wants to give back despite going through
unimaginable circumstances.”

Putting philanthropy to work for patients

“Every dollar donated to the Spielman Fund supports
research, technology or patient care,” McDonald says. “That
was an important decision by Stefanie and Chris. They wanted
to ensure that charitable dollars would have full impact without
the overhead of running a nonprofit.”

The Spielman Fund comprises several sub-funds, including
some that can be tapped to make an immediate difference.
Collectively, these monies have led to such innovations

Continue to fight,
continue to live.

Stefanie Spielman

and achievements as the Spielman Patient Assistance

Fund, which provides educational and support programs

for breast cancer patients, caregivers and families. The
Spielman Breast Cancer Tissue Cohort and Tissue Bank
provides a repository of samples for research and significant
investments in technology to accelerate breast cancer studies
and patient care.

Establishing a lasting legacy for breast cancer patients

On Oct. 24, 2011, Ohio State further honored Stefanie’s
memory by renaming the newly opened JamesCare
Comprehensive Breast Center as the Stefanie Spielman
Comprehensive Breast Center (SSCBC). The center offers a
full spectrum of care, providing patients access to innovative
imaging, treatments, support services, clinical trials,
reconstructive surgery and counseling.

Roman Skoracki, MD, an oncologic plastic surgeon and
director of the SSCBC, believes support from the Spielman

Fund has informed the OSUCCC - James’ vision for the breast
center, which was the first of its kind in the Midwest.

“The vision at the inception of the breast center, together

with the vision of many community leaders, donors and the
Spielman family, has enabled us to build this model in which
everyone is under one roof, facilitating greater communication
and collaboration,” Dr. Skoracki says. “It also means there’s

a sense of family, which includes patients, their loved ones
and those providing care. This focus on family permeates
everything we do.”

The sense of family aligns with the Spielmans’ determination
to help the OSUCCC - James and the community follow
Stefanie’s often-quoted reminder to “continue to fight,
continue to live.”

“We’ve made great strides; There are treatments today that
didn’t exist 25 years ago,” McDonald says. “However, we still
lose loved ones to breast cancer. For me, that’s motivation
enough to keep fundraising and investing in research
initiatives that lead to better therapies and quality of life

for our patients.”

2022-2023 3



SPIELMAN FUND
Milestones

1998

BIG BEAR PARTNERSHIP

After publicly announcing Stefanie
Spielman had breast cancer in
1998, the family partnered with
Big Bear, a local supermarket,

and asked shoppers to purchase
paper footballs to be displayed

in the store. The goal was to

raise $250,000 and donate all

the proceeds to The Ohio State
University Comprehensive Cancer
Center — Arthur G. James Cancer
Hospital and Richard J. Solove
Research Institute (OSUCCC —
James) for breast cancer research.
Within six months, donations from
the community totaled $1 million.

For 25 years, the Stefanie Spielman Fund for Breast
Cancer Research has raised money in support of cancer

research and patient care.

Here are significant milestones made possible through
the generous support of our donors, the community and
the Spielman family.

2000

INAUGURAL STEFANIE’S
CHAMPIONS AWARD
RECIPIENT, CHRIS
SPIELMAN

In 2000, the inaugural Stefanie's
Champions Luncheon was held

to celebrate a cancer survivor's
"Champion" — someone who stood
by them, provided courage and
support through their diagnosis,
treatment and care, and who was
an inspiration to them through their
cancer journey. The Champions
Award honored individuals in

the lives of cancer survivors who
exemplify the qualities and values
the Spielman family holds to be
important. In 2000, Stefanie gave
her husband, Chris, the first award

for his unwavering encouragement.

4 Legacy — Spielman Fund
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STEFANIE SPIELMAN
BREAST CANCER COHORT
AND TISSUE BANK OPENS

Since its establishment in 2006, the
Stefanie Spielman Breast Cancer
Cohort and Tissue Bank has helped
generate millions of research dollars
for Ohio State. The bank collects
donated tissue samples from
patients treated for cancer at Ohio
State. With thousands of collected
samples, the bank is one of the
largest and most comprehensive

of its kind and has contributed to
groundbreaking research.

To read more about the tissue bank,
see page 10 for “Tissue Bank Advances
Breast Cancer Research.”

2007

SPIELMAN COMMUNITY
PARTNERS RAISE $1 MILLION

The Spielman Fund has been
championed by the community
since its inception through golf
outings, bake sales, galas, 5Ks

and school fundraisers. By 2007,
the combined efforts and generosity
from all the community partners
events had raised $1 million for
breast cancer research, education
and patient care.

2009

DISCOVERY OF CANCER IN
STROMAL CELLS

In 2009, a team of researchers at
the OSUCCC — James presented
one of the first microenvironment-
based genetic models on the
development of breast cancer.
The model utilized their discovery
that mutations in stromal cells,
which give structure to tissues, are
linked to cancer formation. This
model, challenging the previous
understanding of cancer mutations,
was called a “paradigm-shifter.”

PATIENT ASSISTANCE FUND
STARTED

Knowing the burdens of cancer
expanded beyond the physical,

in 2009, Chris and Stefanie
established the Stefanie Spielman
Patient Assistance Fund. For
more than a decade, this gift has
enabled the OSUCCC — James

to hold an annual breast cancer
survivorship conference, create
"living well with advanced breast
cancer" programming, establish
support groups and develop
educational resources for

breast cancer patients, caregivers
and families.

STEFANIE SPIELMAN
COMPREHENSIVE BREAST
CENTER DEDICATION

On Oct. 24, 2011, The Ohio

State University dedicated the
Comprehensive Breast Center in
honor and memory of Stefanie.
The center offers the full continuum
of breast cancer care, with access
to a broad array of breast imaging
technologies, diagnostic radiology,
clinical trials, chemotherapy,
nutrition experts, financial
counseling, reconstructive surgery,
social work and psychosocial
oncology services.

The Stefanie Spielmza
hensive Breas
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2013

MULTIPLE SUBTYPES
OF BREAST CANCER
DISCOVERED

In 2013, OSUCCC - James
researchers and partners in Italy
conducted a large-scale study of
triple-negative breast cancer and
showed that microRNA could be
used to define four subtypes of this
cancer. This discovery led to new
screening methods, prognostic
markers and targeted treatments.

-

g
2014

PRONE RADIATION
THERAPY TREATMENT
IMPLEMENTED

Doctors at the OSUCCC — James
developed the first commercially
manufactured prone therapy board
in 2014. Previously, the boards
were handmade. Prone therapy
boards allow women to lie on
their stomachs during treatment
and reduce radiation exposure to
the heart and lung tissues. The
implementation of prone radiation
treatment has led to better
outcomes for patients.

The Spielman family never expected Stefanie’s
cancer diagnosis, but their experience has
impacted many lives. In November 2009,

Stefanie lost her decade-long battle but left
words of encouragement to keep fighting and
a legacy of hope that has made a difference.

6 Legacy — Spielman Fund

STEFANIE SPIELMAN FUND
FOR BREAST CANCER
RESEARCH REACHES

$25 MILLION

The Spielman Fund marked its 22nd

anniversary in 2020 by celebrating
$25 million raised. Meeting this
milestone is a reflection of how
inspiring Stefanie’s legacy is to the
thousands of people who work to
bolster the fund and her memory.
Every dollar raised funds research
and ensures the SSCBC continues
to offer state-of-the-art equipment
for the detection and treatment of
breast cancer.

| am just one of
thousands of people
trying to make a
difference in the fight.

Stefanie Spielman

At that moment,
when | knew | had
everybody’s attention,
| saw an opportunity

to serve.

Stefanie Spielman

ONWARD AND UPWARD

To celebrate 25 years of the Spielman Fund, the
Spielman family will contribute $25,000 to match
gifts made to the fund during our breast cancer
fundraising campaign.

“This matching gift is a celebration of the
accomplishments of the first 25 years of the fund,”
says Chris Spielman. “It’'s a way for us to say ‘thank
you’ to all the physicians, nurses, researchers and
donors who helped us reach this milestone and to
pay it forward for the next 25 years.”

Together, we can raise more than $50,000 to fuel
groundbreaking scientific exploration into the
causes, treatment and prevention of breast cancer.

Please join us in this celebration of Stefanie Spielman’s

life and legacy.

Stefanie was determined to focus on the positive
and do what she could with the opportunities she
was given, even if one of those “opportunities” was
breast cancer.

She once said, “I've never asked, ‘Why me?’ |

hope | never do. I’'m determined to find the good

in something bad ... Good has been shown to me
through our breast cancer research fund, knowing
we are helping find a cure. The good is in everyday
blessings | see and don’t take for granted.”

Visit give.osu.edu/spielmanlegacy or scan the QR code to take advantage of this
opportunity to transform hardship and heartbreak into innovation and hope.




Dr. Roman Skoracki
LOOKS BACK AND AHEAD

Roman Skoracki, MD, became medical director of the Stefanie Spielman Comprehensive Breast Center
(SSCBC) at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center — Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and
Richard J. Solove Research Institute in 2022.

Dr. Skoracki works with patients from diagnosis through reconstruction and recovery. His research focuses
on the long-term impacts of cancer treatments and reconstruction. He also leads the Division of Oncologic
Plastic Surgery in the Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at Ohio State’s College of Medicine,
where he has been on the faculty since 2014.

We recently asked Dr. Skoracki for his thoughts on the history of the SSCBC and its goals for the future.

We are celebrating the Spielman
Fund’s 25th anniversary. The
SSCBC is marking its 12th year;
what are its strengths?

One of our greatest strengths is the
proximity of our clinical and research
specialists, who focus solely on the
treatment of breast cancer under
one roof. This allows us to have a
very organic flow of information

and creates an environment where
critical questioning is facilitated and
strongly encouraged.

The SSCBC has always been a

center of excellence in treating patients
with breast cancer. We’ve been able to
take it well beyond treatment now. The
generosity of our donors has given us
access to the latest technology for the
diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer
and has also supported initiatives that
improve the quality of life associated
with breast cancer treatment at every
level, including long-term survivorship.
Philanthropy allows us to invest in
leading-edge technology that enhances
the standard of care. As a result, we
can conduct our own investigator-
initiated trials.

We've also become a leader in
education thanks to the wealth of
multidisciplinary knowledge we’ve
acquired and the willingness of all
providers to engage in interdisciplinary
work. This is true for our trainees, from
medical students to subspecialty
fellows, as well as education efforts
through outreach into the community.

Breast cancer treatment has
changed radically in 25 years,
becoming more precise and
directed. In the next 25, what
evolutions do you anticipate?

| think the trend we’ve seen with the
many new chemotherapeutics and
immunotherapies, protocols that either
suppress or activate the body’s immune

system to treat cancer, coming online
will continue. The combinations of

how those are used will continue to
grow and probably let us continue to
de-escalate the surgical intervention,
finding the perfect balance between
eradicating cancer cells and minimizing
the side effects of our therapy, thereby
optimizing quality of life.

| think future therapies for breast cancer
will provide better control of the disease
and higher cure rates than we already
have. But most importantly, there will

be less disruption to the quality of life of
the individual patient. It’'s my hope that
surgery, obviously a drastic experience
for anybody, will become increasingly
rare and more targeted when necessary.
That way, we can have smaller
interventions and forgo surgery for many
of our patients completely. | am working
on my own obsolescence as a surgeon!

How are the research and
investigations on breast cancer
prevention, detection and
treatment happening at the SSCBC
leading to the changes we'll see in
the next 25 years?

The vision of the OSUCCC — James at
the inception of the SSCBC, together
with the vision of many community
leaders and donors and, of course, the
Spielman family, has meant we can

build a unique model where everyone
is together, thus facilitating greater
communication and collaboration.

It also means there’s a sense of family,
which includes those caring for our
patients, and invariably patients become
part of that family as well. This not only
flavors the very personal approach

to patient care but is something that
patients sense and embrace. This focus
on family permeates everything that we
do. Our solidarity as a team throughout
the building means we can connect
research, patient care and future
innovation. Because they’re linked so
closely, there’s an incredible urgency
within us to drive things forward.

As Dr. Skoracki and the SSCBC
team collaborate and innovate,

care for patients and research
developments in cancer prevention,
detection and treatment, they are
grateful for the support of Spielman
Fund donors such as you, who make
their work possible.

It's my hope that surgery, obviously a drastic

experience for anybody, will become increasingly

rare and more targeted when necessary. That way,

we can have smaller interventions and forgo

surgery for many of our patients completely.

Roman Skoracki, MD
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Since the establishment of the Stefanie Spielman Fund

for Breast Cancer Research in 1998, the Spielman family
has been clear that they want this philanthropy to not only
offer support to patients but radically change how breast
cancer is understood.

Among those investments is the Spielman Breast Cancer Cohort and Tissue Bank, established
in 2006 to support and promote groundbreaking breast cancer research. Major foundations
and government organizations often do not provide financial backing to store tissue samples.
Therefore, the Spielman Fund is critical to the formation of a tissue bank and its long-term
growth. The work researchers do with the tissue samples leads to opportunities to receive
major grant support. Most importantly, their efforts will benefit current and future patients.

“The Spielman Breast Cancer Cohort and Tissue Bank has impacted all phases of cancer care,"
says Daniel Stover, MD, associate professor in the Department of Internal Medicine and medical
oncology lead for the Spielman Breast Cancer Cohort and Tissue Bank. “For example, research
done using samples from the tissue bank is now contributing to our understanding of novel
diagnostics like ‘liquid biopsy’ or blood-based tests and digital pathology.”

The bank is also supporting research into the individual expression of the HER2 gene, which
promotes tumor growth, and specific treatments to counteract its expression that scientists at
The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center — Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital
and Richard J. Solove Research Institute (OSUCCC — James) are investigating.

The Spielman Breast Cancer Cohort and Tissue Bank has also supported research that has:
- contributed to identifying new risk markers for breast cancer
« increased our understanding of how treatments work in early phases

- deepened our knowledge of how metastatic or advanced breast cancer
responds to treatment therapies

- shown the potential side effects of specific treatments and how they
might be mitigated

All patients treated for breast cancer at the OSUCCC — James have the opportunity to donate
tissue. The bank stores leftover tissue and blood gathered during medical procedures, so
patients who consent to participate do not undergo separate procedures. All samples are
coded to preserve patient anonymity. Researchers must apply to access samples, and the
approval process is designed to foster outcomes of the greatest scientific significance.
“These proposals are evaluated for scientific merit — since these are precious samples — but
we also try to make access as straightforward as possible to help move research forward,”
says Dr. Stover.

Looking toward the future of the Spielman Breast Cancer Cohort and Tissue Bank, Dr. Stover
says he and colleagues are continuing to promote revolutionary work.

“We are focusing on expanding areas of particular need and interest for researchers, on breast
cancer types that are under-represented in existing studies, and on unique and harder-to-treat
subtypes,” he says. “We are making advances that we see as the future of breast cancer care,
but also advances that we hadn’t considered before.”

2022-2023 1"



COMMUNITY PARTNER EMENT
PLANNING BEST PRACTICES

Community Partner donations to The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer
Center — Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute
(OSUCCC - James) support patient care, outreach and research.

12 Legacy — Spielman Fund

Organizing a successful Community Partner event can be a challenge, especially the first time.
Our Community Partners Team offers tips on what to consider as you plan your event.

First, check the resources on The James
Community Partners website (go.osu.edu/
JamesCommunityPartners). There you can find
information on what Community Partners are,
guidelines for planning and executing your event,
and resources, including information on how to
promote your event.

Next, consider what the centerpiece of your
fundraiser will be: a golf scramble, a crafting party, a
pickleball tournament, a bake-off, a garden tour, etc.
Choose something you enjoy — you’ll already have
connections in that community you can use, and it
will make the planning process more fun.

Brainstorm who will likely support your event, such
as family, friends, colleagues or neighbors. What
can you do to make it appealing to them? Are there
connections you can make between their interests
and yours?

Start reaching out for help planning your event.
Talk to people about your idea and listen to their
reactions and feedback.

Use your network to help contact potential
sponsors. Are you a regular at a restaurant?
Approach the management with a proposal to
back your event in return for publicity.

After your event, exchange high-fives with your
co-planners, then start thinking about next year.
While your event is fresh in your mind, go over
questions such as: What went well? What could
use some improvement? Is there something new
we would like to try in the future?

"
E I. If you’ve been doing an event for a while, it’s OK to mix it up if you feel things
F=-I' are getting stale. Keep what’s been working and change the rest!
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SUBARU SHARE THE LOVE

In 2022, Byers Subaru Dublin once again chose the
Stefanie Spielman Fund for Breast Cancer Research
as a Hometown Charity during the Subaru Share
the Love event. Byers Subaru Dublin spreads love
and support to the Spielman Fund with a generous

$50,000 donation, totaling over $600,000 over the
past 10 years.

Along with Subaru of America, Byers donated $300
per vehicle sold during the Subaru Share the Love
Event. They invite their customers to join them in
sharing the love and making a difference in the lives
of those in need. The OSUCCC - James could not be
more grateful for the incredible contribution Byers
Subaru Dublin and the Share the Love program
make toward helping us create a cancer-free world.

LIFE’S SHORT, EAT DESSERT FIRST

When Paula Brose received her breast cancer diagnosis
in 2007, her life changed in the blink of an eye. Now a
breast cancer survivor for more than 15 years, thanks

to the expertise of her oncology team at the OSUCCC —
James, Brose has found a sweet way to give back.

“Before | was diagnosed, | had several friends who had
gone through breast cancer treatment,” Brose says.
“However, | quickly learned how very little | knew about the

journey | was about to take. This led me to realize | needed
to do whatever | could to give back.”

With her annual Community Partner event, Life’s Short,

Eat Dessert First, Paula has raised more than $158,000 for
the Stefanie Spielman Fund for Breast Cancer Research.
Each year, 100-150 friends, family and supporters gather
for delicious homemade desserts, a fabulous silent auction,

raffles, prizes and more, all in the name of raising money to
fight breast cancer.

“I've experienced many silver linings since my diagnosis,” Brose

adds. “Life is short, and I've learned there is much to celebrate
after breast cancer.”

CHIX WITH STIX

Chix with Stix hosted their 24th annual ladies-only golf outing on
Sept. 9, 2022, at Raymond Memorial Golf Course in Columbus,
Ohio. This long-running fundraiser supports the Stefanie
Spielman Fund for Breast Cancer Research and is offered to all
Columbus architects and designers. For this spirited group, the
focus is not on their golf scores but on raising awareness and
funds for breast cancer research and honoring survivors as they
continue to fight. The always-popular team costumes were on full

display throughout the day, demonstrating participants’ creativity
and passion for the cause.

The 2022 outing raised $27,500, bringing the 24-year total to
more than $600,000 raised.

2022-2023 15
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